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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, December 14, 
2022, opening at 7:31 p.m. Mayor Cowper presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Buchanan, Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:    None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Attorney Schultz, and Clerk Dryden 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Clarke, to approve the City Council Agenda for December 14, 
2022, as presented. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. November 16, 2022, Organizational and Regular Meeting 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12221-12223, DD4785-4810, EFT1723-

1729, STUB186; and A/P check #’s 52105-52158 , EFT & ACH 2783-2800; 
TOTALING: $292,401.98. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for November 2022.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
There were no committee reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Cowper opened the meeting to the public.  
      
There were 4 people in the audience. There were no public comments. 
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CTY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin welcomed everybody and hoped they had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are getting 
geared up for the Holiday Season.  City Hall has had a rash of FOIA requests that have taken a 
lot of our time and are time-sensitive. He shared he is working on project information to begin 
when it gets warm.  Council will start talking about those things in Study Sessions in January.  
There are many different subjects to discuss. Things like beach and park improvements, 
pickleball and tennis courts, bocce court,  trees, street signs, continued paving, city hall 
improvements, kayak launch, community event policy, community center policy, sign ordinance,  
etc.   
 
Martin shared Planning Commission has a new meeting day and time.  They are meeting at 5:00 
p.m. on the same day as City Council.  They will need to conclude their meeting by 7:00 p.m.   A 
newsbyte will go out explaining it. 
 
Leaf Collection wasn’t any worse than most years. Last year was the best we had. The issue this 
year, all the leaves fell within a one-week period. GFL picked up the same amount of leaves each 
day.  The collection process is just slow. 
 
There continues to be a lot of activity and events in the City.  It is evolving, and that’s a great 
thing!  Some things will slow down in the winter, and new winter activities will take their place.  
He thanked the Chief and Parks & Rec for doing the annual toy drive. It is going really well. 
Thank you for being dedicated to making Sylvan Lake Special.   
 
Martin closed with some personal comments. Over the past few years, there has been tension in 
the air about the Community Event activities that have been happening in the City.  His wish for 
the new year is that the tension ends.  People need to realize that the events being discussed and 
accomplished are for the good of Sylvan Lake and its residents.  They are not selfish or for 
personal gain.  We wouldn’t allow that.  He has said many times that we must look at the “what” 
and not the “who.”  Too often, when there is an event, and the first thing they ask is, “who’s 
putting it on?”  Think about the things that upset us, that we dwell on and spend so much 
negative energy on.  How bad are they really?  Maybe some are really bad, but most likely, they 
are very insignificant in the big picture, yet we let them eat away at our lives. So please, let’s 
make the new year better by dwelling on the positive instead of the negative and working 
together to better our lives, our families, friends, and our City. 
 
He reflected this is a hectic time of year.  We just celebrated Thanksgiving and now gearing up 
for the upcoming Holidays, Christmas, Hanukkah, and the New Year.  Often we are so busy that 
we miss the real joy of the Holiday Season.  We actually spend less time with our loved ones 
because we’re too busy trying to be everything to everybody.  As a musician, it would be really 
easy to be busy every night and weekend with a performance.  They’re all good causes, but 
maybe not the right ones.  As we get older, we know time seems to fly by faster each year.  
Don’t let it get away from you and please remember that this is not a happy and joyous time of 
year for everybody.  People who have lost a loved one, don’t have family, care for somebody in 
need, or have needs of their own may find this time of year very lonely as they watch through 
their virtual window and see others having a wonderful time.   
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Martin thanked City Council, Staff, and residents, for another wonderful year.  He wished 
everyone a Merry Christmas, a Happy Hannukah, and a safe, wonderful New Year. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Clarke read a statement expressing his shock on not being appointed Mayor at the last meeting. 
He expressed his disappointment with another Councilmember for not supporting him. He 
explained that he was absent from the last meeting because he had an emergency with an 
employee. He noted that he had asked that any appointments be suspended.  
 
Clarke expressed his disappointment that Brendan Becker was not reappointed to Planning 
Commission and not thanked for his time. He said that he had received overwhelming positive 
praise from residents on how we handled the pandemic and that residents are extremely happy 
with the job he has done. He feels being stripped of his role as Mayor and Planning 
Commissioner is hurtful and demoralizing. Clarke concluded that if residents liked the past two 
years they should be outraged by what happened. 
 
Feather wished everyone a happy and safe holiday. The holidays are a time for giving and paying 
forward, spending time with family and friends, and being thankful for everything we have. The 
community comes together with projects, and by giving time and donations. The toy drive has 
been very successful, and the tree lighting was beautiful and fun, along with hot cocoa and 
cookies with Santa. The third annual Sweet Dreams is in partnership with building beds for kids. 
Collecting over 300 hundred sets comforters and bunnies. Thank you Midge Davidson for 
spearheading this project in conjunction with Vici Kherkher, owner of The Grill, Janet from 
Extra Oomph and all the Sylvan Lake community.  
 
Cowper wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a fruitful 2023. Sylvan Lake 
is a great city, and he is grateful to be a part of it. 
 
Segal thanked Martin for his comments. They were poignant in terms that we are not all in the 
same place. Keep that in mind this holiday season. She wished everyone a happy holiday and a 
health new year. 
 
Zubrzycki thanked John for the reflections and sharing his thoughts. He wished everyone Happy 
Christmas and Hanukkah. He asked everyone to take some time to rest and enjoy their family. 
He thanked Parks & Rec for the tree lighting; it look fantastic. He thanked the Police Chief for 
coordinating the toy drive. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – CDBG 2023 APPLICATION/FUNDS   PH-002-22 B3-001-22 
 
Mayor Cowper opened the public hearing at 7:48 p.m. 
 
There were public comments or questions.  The hearing closed at 7.50 p.m. 
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ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. 2023 CDBG Application Resolution to Accept Funds  B3-002-22 R2-008-22 

 
Martin explained this resolution accepts the funds for 2023. Our funding is $7,000. We currently 
utilize funding for seniors for lawn mowing in the summer and fall cleanup. 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adopt the application and resolution to accept 
CDBG Funds for 2023. 

  
 Yes:   Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Buchanan 
 No:     None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 

 
b. Appointments to Boat Dock Committee    A2-010-22 

          
Mayor Cowper appointed Patty Harrop, Ed Robbins, Jennifer Becker, and Shane Doyle to the 
Boat Dock Committee for 2023. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to confirm the appointment of Patty Harrop, Ed 
Robbins, Jennifer Becker, and Shane Doyle to the Boat Dock Committee for 2023. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


